
The Story of Belle's and The Three Sisters 

In the last century the land on which Belle's Restaurant now stands was owned by James 
E. Croucher (1818-1898). Mr. Croucher was a merchant of that time and a would-be 
politician, who unsuccessfully competed against Thomas O'Reilly in 1865 for the district 
of Placentia. He was married to Matilda Hooper, daughter of the magistrate at Burin, 
and if the headstone in St. Luke's Cemetery is correct, it appears he had his mother-in-
law living with him till her death.  

On December 20, 1883, Mr. Croucher sold a parcel of his property, a corner lot beside 
the main road, and a lane running north. Across the road he sold 70 feet of waterfront 
on which the buyer intended to build a wharf. The property being sold across the road 
was described as follows:  

 "A certain piece of ground measuring 50 feet by the edge and 50 feet back. The 
front edge commencing by the Main Road leading to the ferry slip and the north edge by 
the lane, on the west and south by land belonging to James Croucher." 

The buyer was William Sileman, who agreed to pay off the purchase price of 60 pounds 
over three years. He proceeded to build his wharf and a house for himself and his wife, 
Bride, on the landward side.  

Meanwhile, Mr. Croucher continued to dispose of other property. The following 
advertisement appeared July 23, 1888 in the Evening Telegram: 

 "Valuable Property of Placentia for Sale Belonging to J. E. Croucher. For sale by 
private contract, all that valuable property, situated at Placentia; consisting of two 
stores (quite new and extensive) and wharf; also, two new dwelling houses with 
gardens; also, two building lots conveniently situated for stores, offices, or dwellings, 
also extensive waterside property, altogether the most desirable property in Placentia. 
For further particulars apply to James E. Croucher, Placentia, or to J. M. Spry, Real Estate 
Broker, St. John's."  

Mr. Sileman held the property for the next 40 years. On June 15, 1923, he sold it to 
Michael J. Murphy, Master Mariner, for $750.00.  

Three years later Michael Murphy died, but his wife, Elizabeth, continued to hold the 
property. She is said to have been a school inspector and raised her two children in this 
house. She died November 5, 1941, naming Archbishop Roach as Executor of her estate. 



Alfred Bonia came forward to claim that Mrs. Murphy had promised to sell the house to 
him, and in 1943 Archbishop Roach conveyed the house to him for $600.00. The 
waterfront property was now separated and treated as a different piece of property.  

In 1944, a year later, Mr. Bonia turned a handsome profit by selling the house and land 
on which it stood to Isabel Byrne for $1500.00. 

At one time the address was known as "5 High Road" (1977) and later it was known as 
"6 Riverside Drive" (1982), at the present it is known as "2 Orcan Drive".  

Mrs. Byrne, the daughter of John Brown of Great Paradise, and a Collins from Placentia, 
a woman who had gone teaching school in Great Paradise. Her people had a store in 
Great Paradise. She had married a Little Paradise man, Tom Byrne, and they operated a 
store across the Bay. Now, she was resolved to return to her mother's birthplace and 
operate one here. Initially, she used to live in her new Placentia house only in the 
summer but eventually she settled here permanently. When you entered her store, you 
were overwhelmed with clothes, clothes on racks, clothes that appeared to hang from 
the ceiling. Clothes on the counter. Clothes everywhere. Clothes and children’s boots 
and shoes. Customer space was limited. Belle emerged from somewhere and business 
begun.  

In April of 1997, the building was purchased by Ernest and Geraldine Kelly of 
Freshwater. They renovated the building from August 1997 to December 11, 1997. 
Belle's opened its doors for the first time on December 12, 1997. They operated the 
restaurant seasonally, featuring Newfoundland cuisine and hospitality at its best, 
welcomed the public to dine in a historic atmosphere.  

In November 2009 the Kelly’s sold the building to Greystone Business Solutions.  After a 
few minor adjustments to the pub area the doors were opened in December 2009.  The 
Award-winning Restaurant, The Three Sisters Pub, has made its mark in Rural 
Newfoundland Dining.  The beautiful Historical building is open year-round and is a 
community hub for dining, social activities and live music.  With a nod to Mrs.  Belle 
Byrne, and her keen business sense - the Byrnes Dry Goods sign as well as many other 
memorabilia still hang on the walls. 

 



The history of this building was researched and documented in 1997 by retired 
Provincial Judge G. Barnable and retired Former Minister of Justice F. Collins. 

  


