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A meeting of the Placentia Council was held Tuesday, October 20, 2009 at the Town Hall with the following in attendance:
Mayor:  William P. Hogan



Councillors:
Noella Collins
Deputy Mayor:  Dan Greene





Bernie Power









Kevin Power










Wayne Power










William Woodman
Chief Administrative Officer: Ed O’Keefe 


Public Works Manager:  Frank Smith



Administrative Supervisor:  Mary Greene

Press:

Elizabeth McDonald
Administrative Assistant:  Debra Gear

Observers:
Three ( Fred Whelan/











 Ned Collins/Josh Collins)

Absent:  Heritage & Tourism Director: Margie Hatfield (Vacation)



    
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hogan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Prior to the commencement of regular business Mayor Hogan offered condolences to Councillor K. Power on the recent passing of his brother as well as to staff member George Daley on the recent loss of his brother.  
Congratulations were extended to Terry O’Keefe on his retirement from the Fire Department after 37 years of service.  Mayor Hogan offered best wishes and thanks to Terry and his family for his dedication and service over the years.

Congratulations and thanks for all their community work was extended to the Women’s Institute who recently celebrated their 40th anniversary.
Congratulations were extended to MHA Felix Collins on his recent appointment to the position of Minister of the Department of Justice.  The Town looks forward to bigger and better things to come for the Minister and for the Town of Placentia.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING of SEPTEMBER 22, 2009
Copies of the minutes of the meeting held September 22nd, 2009 were distributed to Council prior to the meeting.   There were no errors, omissions or corrections noted.
09-175

It was moved by Councillor W. Power and seconded by Deputy Mayor Greene 

that the minutes of the September 22nd, 2009 Council meeting be approved as 

circulated and perused.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

BUSINESS ARISING

Page 1:  Debt Ratio 
Councillor B. Power asked what caused the 10% decrease in the debt ratio and was advised that there were a number of factors such as loans being paid off, some rearranging of financing, etc.

Mayor Hogan advised that as of today the debt ration is at 23.6%.

Page 2:  Update on Bridge near Chris O’Keefe, Southeast
The Dept. of Transportation and Works had assessed this bridge however no recommendations have been forthcoming to date.  The CAO advised that he has sent a number of letters on this matter already; he will follow up on it again.

Page 3:  Grant in Lieu

Councillor B. Power asked if the INCO $500,000 grant-in-lieu of taxes has been received yet; it has not.
Page 2:  Dunville Sewer Outfall

Management advised that the engineering estimates have been completed and Municipal Affairs has been approached for funding to do the project.  The CAO does not expect to hear anything on this before March 2010.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING of October 6, 2009
Copies of the minutes of the October 6, 2009 swearing in ceremony and inaugural meeting of the 2009-2013 Council were distributed prior to this meeting.   There were no errors, omissions or corrections noted.

09-176

It was moved by Councillor K. Power and seconded by Councillor W. Power 

that the minutes of the October 6th, 2009 Council meeting be approved as 


circulated and perused.



(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

Action Sheet
The Chief Administrative Officer, Ed O’Keefe gave the following action report arising from the previous minutes.

Crosswalks Dunville
      *CAO has asked WST to install – will follow up on this
P4 Playground

      PADA workers will remove all equipment in the next week or so




      They are also assessing the necessary work on the boardwalk

Relay for Life

      Were written as requested

Repair of Bridge
      **Public Works Manager is following up on agreement with Coombs

Jeff Richardson
      Has been written to advise the ROW he wants is a private matter

*The Town is unable to put crosswalks across from the playground because it is a provincially owned road; if the town did do so and there was an accident, the Town could be held liable.

**Anne Marie Coombs (Barry) has agreed to sign a letter releasing the Town from any further responsibility for maintenance of this bridge.  When this is signed, the Town will begin repair.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT
(Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, CAO Ed O’Keefe)
The Executive Committee presented information on the following agenda items:
Capital Works

As indicated in the committee report that was distributed prior to this meeting, the bids on capital works for the Town Center came in over budget.  The matter was discussed with the engineering firm and it was concluded that to proceed some of the plans would have to be revised.  It was agreed to forego some of the underground infrastructure work on Jubilee; all other details of the tender would remain the same.  The tender price less Jubilee underground work would bring a new price of $3,041,174.75 which would leave a surplus of $181 thousand in addition to the $200,000 leak detection portion of the contract.  

09-177

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Dan Greene and seconded by Councillor B. 

Power 
that council approve the awarding of the tender for completion of the 

Town Centre Project – Water & Sewer Infrastructure Upgrade to the lowest 

revised bidder, Ed Collins Contracting Ltd.





(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

Council noted that close scrutiny of this project is necessary to avoid overruns and extras as the Building Canada Program does not allow for contingency funding.  A start date of April 15th, 2010 is anticipated by Council.
Integrated Community Sustainability Plan
Mayor Hogan explained that municipalities have to complete a study to be eligible for gas tax funding.  The Town issued a request for proposals and received two submissions – AMEC Earth & Environmental ($16267.00) and Metrics EFG Inc ($14,916.00); both prices included HST.  AMEC is the preferred bidder because of their credibility, their knowledge of the subject as it relates to gas tax requirements and because the CAO has reviewed the proposals and believes AMEC can present a better document with their expertise and experience.
Councillor B. Power expressed some concern that the public tendering act may be compromised by awarding to the higher bidder if not for reason of error, omission or  some other justifiable reason and asked for an amendment of the motion.

The CAO was asked to contact the Department for a ruling on this; work will not proceed until this has been done.
09-178

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Dan Greene and seconded by Councillor Kevin 

Power that Council approve the awarding of the proposal for the completion of 

an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan to AMEC Earth and 



Environmental at a cost of $16,267.00 HST included.



(CARRIED 6:1 - Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, K. 

Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion; Councillor B. Power 

voted against the motion.)

Land Sales
Mayor Hogan advised that the Executive Committee only provided commentary on the topic of land sales;  these sales are to be revisited by management before any decisions are made.
Long Harbour Agreement

The Executive Committee met with representatives from Long Harbour to discuss the agreement between municipalities.  They were to return to discuss the meeting with their Council and their Town Manager will get back to Mr. O’Keefe following their discussions.

Dilapidated Property

The Town of Placentia has repeatedly requested that Frank Maher repair or remove the dilapidated property on Blockhouse Road.  The last order was sent from the Town’s lawyers and was delivered by the Sheriff.  Mr. Maher has not complied with the request other than to remove some garbage and spread gravel on the lot.  He has done nothing to repair the decrepit building.   The CAO has contacted the Town’s lawyers and has been advised that the next step is to get Council authorization for the CAO to proceed with this matter on behalf of Council to demolish the property and remediate the grounds.  

09-179

It was moved by Councillor Wayne Power and seconded by Deputy Mayor Dan 

Greene that Council authorize Chief Administrative Officer Ed O’Keefe to 

proceed with demolition and clean up of property at #65-67 Blockhouse Road as 

the owner has ignored Council’s past correspondence, including the most recent 

order delivered by a process server at the request of the Town’s solicitors, 


requesting repair or removal on the basis that this property is a fire and safety 

hazard, it is unfit in its condition for habitation and it remains an unsightly 

structure.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

This is the next step in a lengthy process; the resident will be advised that this action is pending.
Budget

Mayor Hogan commented that the budget process is ongoing and he is hopefully that this procedure will afford some funding for green space and playground assessment and upgrades.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

(Councillor  Kevin  Power, Chair; Councillors Bernie Power and William Woodman)

The Finance Committee made the following recommendations at its meeting of October 13th.
Accounts Payable

The Finance Committee recommended that Council approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $96,152.80 as per the transaction journal dated October 13, 2009.

09-180

It was moved by Councillor K. Power and seconded by Councillor B. Power 


that Council approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $96,152.80 as per the 

transaction journal dated October 13, 2009.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

Festival of Flags – Request for Donation
The Finance Committee recommended that Council approve an in-kind donation to Festival of Flags for the 2009 Halloween pre-teen/teen and adult dances.
09-181

It was moved by Councillor K. Power and seconded by Councillor B. Power that 



Council approve an in-kind donation to Festival of Flags for the 2009 Halloween 

pre-teen/teen and adult dances.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)

Account # HOTE.001 – Request for Interest Forgiveness

The Finance Committee recommended that Council reject the request for interest forgiveness on account # HOTE.001.

09-182

It was moved by Councillor K. Power and seconded by Councillor B. Power that 



Council reject the request for interest forgiveness on account # HOTE.001.



(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
Wave Wall – Purchase of Valves
The Finance Committee recommended that Council approve the expenditure of an estimated $10,000.00 for repair of four wave wall valves.  Councillor B. Power pointed out that this is a purchase not repair of the valves.
09-183

It was moved by Councillor K. Power and seconded by Councillor B. Power 



that Council approve the expenditure of an estimated $10,000.00 for purchase of 

four wave wall valves.  


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT
(Councillor Bernie Power, Chair; Councillors Kevin. Power & William Woodman)

The Public Works Committee made the following recommendations at its meeting of October 13, 2009.   It was agreed by the Chair that the following building permits as discussed at the Public Works Committee meeting be approved under the umbrella of one motion of Council.
09-184

It was moved by Councillor B. Power and seconded by Councillor Woodman 

at the following permit applications #’d 1 – 8 as per the applications submitted 

and reviewed by the Public Works Committee.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
1. Ernie Kelly – Residential Development Permit Application
The Public Works Committee recommended that Council approve Ernie Kelly’s application for a residential development permit to add storage shed to an existing dwelling at 161 Freshwater Crescent (fronting on Sampson’s Lane).

2. Ken Browne – Accessory Building Permit Application
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve Ken Browne’s application for an accessory building permit to construct a shed at 253-261 Southeast Road.

3. Gerard Duke - Accessory Building Permit Application
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve Gerard Duke’s application for an accessory building permit to construct a shed at 54 Freshwater Crescent.

4. NL Power – Anchor Installation
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve Newfoundland Light & Power’s application to install three anchors to provide service to a new dwelling on  Kelly Crescent pending confirmation by the CAO that Council’s ongoing road work is not affected by the installation.

5.  Madge Mercer – Vendor Permit Application
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve Madge Mercer’s application for a mobile vendor permit at Placentia Mall.

6.  Greg Hickey - Accessory Building Permit Application
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve Greg Hickey’s application to construct a shed at 5 – 7 Brook Lane with the stipulation that “erosion of the bank is the sole responsibility of the applicant; Council will not accept responsibility for any damages due to the wearing away of the embankment.”

7.  NL Power – Pole and Anchor Installation
The Public Works Committee recommended Council approve NL Power’s application for a permit to replace one pole and one anchor on Prince William Drive to provide 3 phase service to the lift station.

8.  Joe Best – Crown Land Application
The Public Works Committee recommended Council reject Joseph Best’s application for crown land on Southeast Road as it is in the Southeast River watershed area.
Councillor K. Power inquired on the sale of land to Maurice King and was advised that this and all other land sales are being discussed by the Executive Committee.
Snow Clearing Tender

Snow Clearing Tenders for the 2009 – 2010 snow clearing season were opened in the presence of the Public Works Committee on October 13, 2009 at 10:10 a.m.  There was one bid in each of the four zoned areas; all bidders were successfully in their submissions.

09-185

It was moved by Councillor B. Power and seconded by Councillor Collins that 

Council approve the awarding of the  2009 – 2019 snow clearing tender as 

follows:
     Zone 1 Placentia/Southeast

Collins Contracting

$59,212.00 ($75/hr.)

     Zone 2 Jerseyside/Freshwater
Brownco Limited

$62,450.00 ($85/hr./$150/hr.)

     Zone 3 Dunville


M. J. Hickey Limited

$49,725.65 ($75/hr./$140/hr.)

     Argentia



Hynes Construction

$24,295.00 ($110/hr.)



(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
Dan Culleton – Brook Erosion
Mr. Culleton has written Council asking that at least temporary repairs to the brook adjacent to his property be done until a permanent solution to the erosion is affordable.  Councillor B. Power noted that the slope meets the 1:1 requirements.  However the committee recognizes that the road side of the brook where the Town has barricades does need repair for safety of users.

09-186

It was moved by Councillor B. Power and seconded by Councillor W. Power 

that Council stabilize the Town’s road by replacing the rock and cementing the 

bank on the road side of the brook in Freshwater.


(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
Councillor W. Power pointed out that the entire brook from Maher’s Garage to First Beach is in a state of disrepair.  He asked that the Town start to formulate a plan to effect repairs.  Mayor Hogan noted that the Town’s responsibility in this regard is inherited by amalgamation and asked that management assess and prepare a report on dealing with this problem.
HERITAGE & TOURISM COMMITTEE REPORT
(Councillor W. Power, Chair; Deputy Mayor Dan Greene and Councillor Collins)
The Heritage & Tourism Committee met on October 16th and a report was distributed to Council, however  the following points were brought to Council’s attention at the meeting.
· The Facilities Manager should get a good quality Christmas tree for the Arts Centre.
· The Town will accept a refund of $1,500.00 in lieu of repair of the fault in the Arts Centre carpet.

· Funding is required for the Arts Centre to operate effectively; Councillor K. Power asked that management ensure this is considered in the budget process.  Staff is working on this now.

PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT
(Councillor Noella Collins, Chair; Deputy Mayor Dan Greene and Councillor Wayne Power)
Appointment to Recreation Commission
The Parks and Recreation Committee met on October 16th and made the following recommendation from the meeting:

09-187

It was moved by Councillor W. Power and seconded by Councillor Collins that 

Council approve the appointment of Mark Nash, Bill Pomeroy and Sharon 

Murphy to the Recreation Commission.



(CARRIED:  Mayor Hogan, Deputy Mayor Greene, Councillors Collins, B. Power, 

K. Power, W. Power and Woodman voted in favour of the motion.)
Freezer Purchase

The parks and Recreation Committee recommended that Council approve the purchase of an upright freezer at a cost of $439.99.  Council did not vote on this recommendation; Mayor Hogan noted that 1)  the CAO has authority to approve purchases up to $500.00 and 2) financial recommendations should be forthcoming from the Finance Committee only.

Councillor B. Power questioned whether the price quotes were comparing like products.

Other topics discussed at the Parks & Recreation meeting were reported on in the briefing notes from the meeting.
Committee of the Whole

Mayor Hogan asked that the Executive Assistant set up a Committee of the Whole meeting for Tuesday, October 27th and that Deputy Mayor Green chair the session.
Other Business of Councillors
Councillor K. Power enquired on the status of the Placentia Bay Management Committee; Councillor W. Power reported that the last scheduled meeting had been postponed.   There is a pending session to be held in Arnold’s Cove that Councillor W. Power hopes to attend.    The Mayor will meet with Councillors W. Power and Woodman on committee representation.
Councillor K. Power pointed out the Charter’s error in reporting his name as Councillor Kevin Collins rather than Power.

Councillor Collins asked that youth in the area treat the Town’s parks and playgrounds with respect.  She also noted that the Cadet movement is up and running again and wishes all members luck.

Councillor Woodman reported that he attended the Fire Fighters annual dinner and brought greetings from the Town.    He also remarked that the playground is completely gone from St. Anne’s Academy’s playground and would like to see something there for the kids to use.  The Deputy Mayor pointed out that the old equipment had been removed because it was dilapidated and unsafe.
It was noted that CNA is still in contravention of the Town’s regulations by not paving their parking lot.  Management was instructed to write them again.

Councillor B. Power asked for an update on the lift bridge.  The CAO advised that the tender for design was out but he is not sure if it is closed yet.  The new bridge should be of the same design as the existing one.   Surveying is being done and it is hoped construction will start in the latter part of 2010.  
Councillor W. Power congratulated the Children’s Wish movement on their success with fundraising of $7,200 this past weekend.

The CAO advised that he has just received word from Minister Collins that the Town will get a grant of $35,000 from Works, Services & Transportation towards the repair of Lake’s Road.

Councillor K. Power asked if the Town will be involved in the 350 year celebrations in 2012 and was advised that Ms. Hatfield will bring this forward to the Tourism Committee when organization begins.

Mayor Hogan asked that when Councillors attend the NLAMA Convention, they bring up the Town’s disagreement with the increase in property assessments.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

____________________________________
__________________________________

William P. Hogan, Mayor



Ed O’Keefe, CAO

____________________________________
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